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Fremont teen wins green awards, on mission to help the
environment

By Chris De Benedetti
The Argus
v .

Updated: 04/20/2013 07:42:07 AM PDT

FREMONT - For as long as he can remember, Pavan Ra Gowda has
understood the critical danger of living on a polluted planet and the iImportance of Click photo to enlarge
nursing it back to health

"When | was really ittle, | would see garbage on the hghway and wonder why it
was there," the Fremont 13-year-old said "I've always been passionate about the
planet. 'm not sure why *

Pavan has been on a mission 10 educate people about pollution and his efforts
now have been noticed Last week, he receved the President's Ervironmental
Youth Award, which the U.S. Envaronmental Protection Agency awards to kids
nabormwide who promate a healthy ecolegy
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“What is Wells Fargo doing
to help homeowners in the
Bay Area stay in their homes?”

“We were able to help over
3,200 homeowners get a loan
modification in 2011,”

Brwndn Wright

Covemusizy Relatinne Morvager

Wolls Farge, San Fronctaen, CA
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There's more to know about Wells Fargo >

"Two Tales from a Kadl" encourages children 1o be kind
to one another and the environment. *Geckoboy. The
Battle of Fracking” aims to teach kids about the
destructive consequences of racking. when énergy
companies dnll and mject fuid into the ground in order to
fracture shale 1o release natural gas

Pavan's cunosity sbout green isues has never
wavered, sad his mother, Shant Balaraman

“He had $0 many questions when he was litthe and | told
him he needed 1o find the answers himself " Balaraman
said. "So, he started nterviewing park rangers about
Lake Elizabeth in Fremont, asking them about duck
habeats and geese migration ”

Balaraman said Pavan & able 10 stay s0 busy because
he completes wark very quickly. "As a mom, | kok to
see if he is geting stressed out, but he st has tme to
play basketball and video games,” she said

Pavan now is creating a sculpture made from bottle
caps, using ar 1o let people know that the caps are not
recyciable and, hence, an envirenmental hazard. The
artwork will be showcased at the next Green Kids
Conference and Iater donated to the city of Fremont,
Balaraman said

Perhaps because of his kong Is! of accompishments
Pavan has faced some teasing from classmates. But he
said he 1ends to shrug that off

"I know that | cannot convince everyons 1o care aboul
the environment,” he said "I leave those who don't want
10 listen behind, and 1 join togather with those whao really
care. All | want is my generation and future generations
10 Ive"

Last week Pavan's work garmered anothéer honor — the
John Mur Association gave him the Youth
Environmental Consarvation Award

“Now it will be easier to reach out to more kids and do
even more " he sand of s awards. "Now people will take
me mare senously
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Nekiack F"fm“ e ownes of Prashantl Arts Stadio, uses @ hot glue gun on a plastic cap beore placing i o= 3 sculpture Made BY | payan Gowda, 13, of Fremant, keft, wih the heip of students om the Prashant Arts Studo and parents, work on a sculplure made of
Pavan Gowds, 13.in Framont. Caif, on Thursday. Apri 25, 2013, Gowda's scuiphss. made with the baip from sludants fom the plastic caps in Fremont, Cait, on Thursday, Apdl 25, 2013 Gowda's scuiplura highbghts the $3ct Biat plastc caps are not rcyclatia
Prashastl Arts Shdio, highiights e fact thal piasac caps are not recyclable. The Tih-grader, whase passion & ha environment has | 1, i grador, whose passion & the envircnment has alsc foundad the "Geaen Kiis Now, Inc.” norgeoft, witten tso kids’ books and
alzo founded the "Geoen Kigs Now. Inc.” nongrodt, wifen two Kids' books and recewed the EPA's 2012 President’s Environmental received Be EPA's 2012 President's Enveonmental Youl Award. {Doug DuranBay Area News Group)
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