Never too Young to Change the World

t the tender age
Aof eight years
old, Pavan Raj

Gowda decided that
he would change the
world. His passion for
our planet’s well-being
and dedication to
building a more sus-
tainable future led him
to found Green Kids
Now, a youth confer-
ence with the central
mission of, as Gowda put it, “encourag-
ing our next generation to responsibly
inovate.”

“I was doing a lot of self-study and
doing research after school hours, to
learn more about all the environmental
issues and about the solutions that
already exist. It is so time consuming,”
he explained. I thought why not create
an event where young people could
come together in a non-commercialized
setting to learn about new developments
in the field of sustainability and teach
others about various resourses available
to take action? And thus, the Green Kids
Coference was born.

With no prior knowledge about how
to host and fund such a massive event,
Gowda had his work cut out for him.

“At first, envisioning the need for a
conference for kids and getting a sponsor
to help make this vision a reality was the
most difficult task. I had to work really
hard in the beginning to convince people
and organizations to believe in my vision
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A cOLLAGE OF PAVAN'S RECENT PARK CLEANUP ACTIVITY WITH FEW OTHER VOLUNTEERS,
AT THE NATURE AREA, “STIVERS LAGOON" IN FREMONT.

and come forward to participate. There
were several rejections and very few sup-
porters,” he said.

Eventually, by networking through
his mother, Shanti Balaraman, Gowda
was able to convince Microsoft to
donate their conference center to the
first Green Kids Conference. “Microsoft
also provided me with some of their
staff. It helped tremendously to reach
out to the community like this ... a few
more supporters even came forward,”
he said. With no money to print physi-
cal fliers, Gowda earned most of his pub-
licity through e-mail and social media
outlets. His work paid off. “Ultimately
over eight hundred people attended the
first conference!” Gowda added.

The annual Green Kids Conference,
held exclusively for entrants under the
age of eighteen, showcases works in all
areas pertaining to the environment,
earth systems and living “green.”
Monetary awards were presented for
first, second and third place prizes, as

well participatory
prizes to ten exemplary
groups. This year’s
conference on June 1
was held at the
Microsoft Silicon
Valley Campus in
Mountain View.

Now, at age twelve,
Gowda holds a profes-
sional membership
position in the North
America Association
of Environmental Education, has
authored two children’s stories and acts
as Green Kids Now, Inc.’s principal lead.
An eloquent speaker and powerful ora-
tor, Pavan frequently lectures at schools
around the area. He teaches them how to
become a “Green Star School,” with
focus in five major areas: nature preser-
vation, water conservation and preserva-
tion, energy conservation and alternative
resources, becoming a zero-waste school
and planting a school garden. All areas
of the plan stem from innovation, utiliz-
ing science, technology, engineering and
mathematics. Gowda’s guidance empha-
sizes incorporating innovation with lead-
ership, teamwork and collaboration to
foster a strong environmentally friendly
community.

Green Kids Inc. holds numerous
events, including Earth Day fairs; park,
creek and coastline cleanups; recycling
activities; workshops about planting and
maintaining trees; and used clothing,
books and e-waste drives.



PavAN RECEIVES JOHN MuR
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You can get
involved with
Green Kids by
donating time,
space or money to the cause. Their budget is extremely small
and increased resources will help them expand their services
for youth. You can invite Gowda to come to your school or
business by emailing info@greenkidsconference.org.

Gowda’s advice to anyone with an environmental con-
sciousness is this, “Caring for our surroundings and making
good choices in our everyday lives doesn’t always need to be
scientific or complicated; observing our own actions and the
consequences helps us to be more careful. Raising awareness
is very important; if each of us makes small changes, it all
adds up and makes a huge impact.”

- Wade Wallerstein is a senior at Los Gatos School and ts the editor-
tn-chief of the school newspaper, El Gato News.
He works part time as an asswstant manager at
American Apparel, fostering his interests in
atyle and design, and i an intern at KCAT TV
15. He lives in Los Gatos with bis two parents
and ts the eldest of their three children. Undecided
as of now, Wade hopes to attend a university
close to his childhood home on the East Coast.

http://blog.epa.gov/students/2013/05/innovation-and-
environmental-science/

More blogs by Pavan on EPA site:
http://blog.epa.gov/students/?s=pavan
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Learn to be an innovator!
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July 8-12 Carlmont High in Belmont
August 5-8 Ohlone for Kids in Newark

‘ lntroducing upper el
through high scﬁool s?t:ggm:?(l):
B Biomimicry
B Green Chemistry
B Industrial Engineering
N Solutions Development
Life Cycle

Learn to take an idea o
afl the way through to Sustainable solutions development! ‘

Registration and information:

(510) 793-1343
www.greenkidsnow.org

Ereen Kids Mow, Inc.
For kids, By Kids

$ummer Fun @ AVAC is back!
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Get excited for all

new camp activities,

themes, and day
trips for 2013.

Camp begins June 17
and runs Monday
through Friday 10am-3pm

For more information, call 408.267.4032
or visit www.avac.us/kidscamp

Almaden Valley Athletic Club

facebook.com/AlmadenValleyAthleticClub
twitter.com/AVAC_Life « Avaclife.com
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